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Che Hirst Presbyterian Church 


Colorade Springs, Colorada 


November 9, 1937 


Rev. Joseph Lyons Ewing, D. D., 
1041 Bryant Street, 
Rahway, N. J. 


My dear Dr. Ewing: 


Thank you so very much for your gracious letter. I think 
we see things alike in a good many ways. 


A great many of us are exceedingly sorry to see "The Banner" 
die. But it has been on the brink for several years. The going 
is very hard for church papers. 


There are a few of us in the Board of Christian Education 
who had very serious misgivings about "The Pageant" as the name 
for the proposed periodical. However, the sentiment was so 
strong for it at least as an experiment that we waived our 
misgivings and allowed the editors to go through with their 
plans. I have en idea that as we get familiar with the higher 
meaning of the word "pageant" as Paul used it, we may come to 
see a high significance in it. 


I was invited to come here for a three months' or more 
engagement while the church is looking for a pastor, and I am 
enjoying it very much. 


With all good wishes, I am 


Yours sincerely, 
GN Rurcecek 


GREATER NEW YORK 
EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 


For the ptirpose of giving aid to China, through the Asso- 
ciated Boards for Christian Colleges in China, | accept mem- 


bership on the Greater New York Committee of Sponsors. 


GEORGE G. BARBER 
551 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 
November 11, 1937 


Rev. S. M. Robinson 
25 Kempshall Place 
Elizabeth, New Jersey 


Dear Mr. Robinson: 


A National Committee of prominent Americans is being formed 
to assist China in her present struggle for self=-preservation, Enclos- 
ed is a list of some who have already accepted membership. The final 
list will include about one hundred representative men and women in all 
sections of the United States. 


Sub-committees are being formed in the important commumities 
over the coumtry. Such a committee is being organized in Greater New 
York and I have aecepted the chairmanship of it. We would like seventy- 
five important citizens to join this Greater New York Committee and I 
am asking you to accept membership on it. I recognize the limitations 
of your crowded schedule and shall ask only such cooperation as you can 
conveniently give. The influence of your name and your wise comsel 
will have great bearing on the success of this effort. Your name will 
appear with others on special stationery and literature which are being 
prepared. If you wish, I will supply you with a list of acceptances be- 
fore we go to press. 


We shall give our support to China through the Associated 
Boards for Christian Colleges in China. This is the unifying agency for 
twelve colleges, established by Americans, whose vital relationship to 
China has long been recognized. Fifty-one per cent of the Chinese 
college graduates listed in "Who's Who in China" were educated in some 
one of these Christian Colleges. The Chinese Government and the Chinese 
people have been contributing to the support of these institutions, but 
obviously the conflict with Japan has temporarily reduced their capacity 
to continue this support during the period of stress. $250,000. is need- 
ed this year to compensate for decrease in Chinese support ad to supply 
funds for hospitals, sanitation, control of epidemics, and owher emer- 
geney needs; also to keep the doors of these institutions open 4uring 
the period of hostilities, Since they will have a important part in 
supplying the leadership for China after the trouble is settled. 


The enclosed literature gives additional information. If you 
have special questions, please feel free to telephone me at Murray Hill 
2-2007. Your acceptance will serve a real humanitarian purpose. Time 
is the essence of this movement. I, therefore, hope you will respond 
immediately using enclosed printed fora and self-addressed envelope. 
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Mine Ohh New York Committee. 
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Despite the disturbances and 

i oe _ dangers of the present conflict, 

BG Mesircic eee | these American supported Col- 
ear va a he _ leges are today carrying on. 
2 Many of the Colleges are in or 
near the zones of conflict. Bombs 
and shells are raining down upon 
the cities where they are located. 
Yet they are going forward with 


Acme theif work. 


Ea 
Sinister Wings Hover over China 
“NO MATTER WHAT HAPPENS WE ARE DETERMINED TO CARRY 


ON. I BELIEVE THAT THE EDUCATIONAL FRONT IS EVEN MORE 
IMPORTANT THAN THE MILITARY FRONT.”— Cable from President 


Liu of the University of Shanghai, September 25th. 


“During the last fortnight Nanking has had between thirty and fifty 
air raids. ... We have prepared dugouts and trenches on the campus, 
and will assign each student a definite place in time of raids. The stu- 
dents are pressing us to open, and it is the opinion of the administra- 
tive group that we should try to do so.”’—Letter from President Chen 
of the University of Nanking, September 14th. 


Each of these Colleges is today responding to calls for special services 
in meeting the national crisis. University hospitals are being thrown open 
to those wounded or diseased as a result of the conflict. Medical units are 
being organized to care for the widespread suffering. Students and staff 
are helping to care for the homeless and destitute. Several Colleges are re- 
ceiving many students from government institutions temporarily compelled 


to close. 


“LARGEST ENROLLMENT. MANY TRANSFERS. CENTRAL UNIVERSITY 
MEDICAL DENTAL COLLEGES COMING.” — Cable from West China 


Union University, October 1st. 


“TELEGRAM FROM EMBASSY NANKING TRANSMITS FOLLOWING 
MESSAGE FROM MISS ELSIE PRIEST FOR YOU: ‘CENTRAL HOSPITAL 
BOMBED AND CLOSED. UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL NEEDS U. S. $1,500.00 
MONTHLY PLUS MEDICAL SUPPLIES AND LIGHT AMBULANCE TO 
CARE DESTITUTE CIVILIAN WOUNDED NANKING. WILL YOU 
SECURE GIFTS IMMEDIATELY, CABLE?’ IN TRANSMITTTING THIS 
MESSAGE THE AMBASSADOR STATES THAT THE UNIVERSITY HOS- 
PITAL_IS THE ONLY LARGE HOSPITAL NOW OPERATING IN NAN- 
KING AND IS DOING EXCELLENT WORK.” —Cordell Hull, Secretary 


of State, October 9th. 
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In addition to these emergency services, the Colleges must continue to 


carry on their regular educational program. Today, more than ever, China 
needs trained and devoted leaders. In the years just ahead, the need will 
be still greater. Many of China’s ablest and finest young men and women 
will be sacrificed in the struggle. Others must be ready to take their places. 


“At this time these Colleges are more urgently needed than ever, because 
many other institutions are being compelled to suspend operations and 
because an even larger number of trained and devoted leaders will be 
needed during and after the present crisis.”—President R. E. Diffen- 
dorfer of the Associated Boards, October Ist. 


“Westerners will be more than ever needed these next few years—and 
pathetically wanted. The only pleasing feature of these recent weeks 
has been the touching proof of this.”—President Stuart of Yenching 
University in a letter addressed to Miss Speer. 


As the China Colleges respond to these urgent calls for aid, they will 
insure the continuation and extension of their service in the years ahead. 
During the last three-quarters of a century these Colleges have passed 
through many grave crises. Out of every crisis they have emerged stronger 
and better able to serve. It must be so again. 


“This great work of the Christian Colleges in China has been expedited 
by this crisis.”—Dr. Leonard Hsu, Advisor to the Chinese Government, 
speaking at a luncheon at the Hotel Commodore, October 6th. 


BUT WE MUST ACT NOW! 


If these Colleges are to carry on—if this distinctive contribution to the life 
of the Chinese people is to be conserved—American friends must supplement 
the usual grants to these Colleges. Funds must be provided at once to meet 
the emergency expenses of ministering to the wounded and diseased, of 
supplying food and shelter to the destitute, of organizing social service work. 
Losses of normal income from 
Chinese sources — government 
grants, tuition fees, income on 
investments, individual contribu- 
tions—must be made up. The ad- 
ditional expenses to the institu- 
tions, to their staffs and to their 
students, resulting from having 
to operate under abnormal con- 
ditions, must be supplied. 


A door of great opportunity for constructive service stands open before the 


American friends of China. We must not fail the Christian Colleges of 
China, nor the people of the great nation they are serving, in their hour of 


crisis. Gifts from American friends are urgently needed today. At this criti- 
cal tme they will be productive of greater benefits than at any time in the 
history of Christian higher education in China. 


To meet these urgent current needs the Associated Boards for Christian 
Colleges in China must secure immediately an emergency fund of $250,000. 
Every dollar contributed toward this fund will be applied toward meeting 
the emergency needs set forth above. 


The Colleges in the Associated Boards are: 


Cheeloo University, Tsinan Lingnan University, Canton 

Fukien Christian University, University of Nanking, 
Foochow Nanking 

Ginling College, Nanking University of Shanghai, Shanghai 

Hangchow Christian College, Soochow University, Soochow 
Hangchow West China Union University, 

Hua Chung College, Wuchang Chengtu 

Hwa Nan College, Foochow Yenching University, Peiping 


NATIONAL EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 
for CHRISTIAN COLLEGES IN CHINA 


150 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


But in War as in Peace the China Colleges must carry on 


Mr. George G. Barber 
551 Fifth Avenue 


New York, New York 


ACCEPTANCES 


NATIONAL EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 


Paul D. Cravath, 
National Chairman 


Henry R. Luce, 
National Vice-Chairman 


Mildred H. McAfee, 
National Vice-Chairman 


George W. Davison, 
National Treasurer 


George G. Barber, 


Chairman Greater New York 


Arthur V. Davis 
Chairman Eastern Region 


Robert M. Hutchins, 
Chairman Central Region 


Robert A. Millikan, 
Chairman Pacific Region 


Russell Colgate, 

15 Exchange Place, New York City 
Mrse James S. Cushman, 

815 Fifth Avenue, New York City 
John W. Davis, Attorney 

15 Broad Street, New York City 
Ralph E. Diffendorfer, Secretary 


Board of Foreign Missions, M.E. Church 


Wallace B. Donhan, 


School of Business, Harvard University 


Fred I. Eldridge, 

551 Fifth Avenue, New York City 
C. T. Ludington, 

1424 Walnut Ste, Philadelphia, Pa. 
E. M. McBrier, 

150 Fifth Avenue, New York City 
F. J. McConnell, Bishop, M.E. Church, 

150 Fifth Avenue, New York City 
Arthur J. Moore, Bishop, 

Southern M.E. Church, Atlanta, Ga. 
Mrs. Dwight W. Morrow, 

Englewood, N. d- 


Attorney 
15 Broad Street, New York City 


President Time & Fortune, Inc. 
Chrysler Building, New York City 


President Wellesley College 
Wellesley, Mass. 


Chm. Bd. Central Hanover Bk & Tr. Co. 
70 Broadway, New York City 


551 Fifth Avenue 
New York City 


Chm. Bd. Aluminum Co. of America 
230 Park Avenue, New York City 


President University of Chicago 
Chicago, Ill. 


California Institute of Technology 
Pasadena, Calif. 


William A..Neilson, President 

Smith College 
Mrs. Henry Pfeiffer, 

370 Riverside Dr., New York City 
Mrs. Charles K. Roys, 

470 West 24th St., New York City 
John H. Scheide, 

Titusville, Pa. 
Albert L. Scott, 

30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York City 
Paul Shoup, Vice-Chairman 

Southern Pacific Co. 
Robert E. Speer, 

156 Fifth Avenue, New York City 
Henry L. Stimson, Attorney, 

32 Liberty St., New York City 
Miss Candace Stimson, 

535 Park Ave., New York City 
Samuel Thorne, Attorney, 

20 Exchange Pl., New York City 
Mary E. Woolley, President, 

Mt. Holyoke College 


(Committee in Formation) 


Rd. 
DR. HOMRIGHAUS EN 
The selection of the Rev.Dr. E.G.Homrighausen 
to succeed the late Rev.Prof.Harold I. Donnelly at 
Princeton has createé@ considerable interest. Over a year 
ago (November 5,1936) we carried an informing review of 


Dr.Homrighausen's book "Christianity in America" byxtk 


from the pen of the Rev.Prof. Frederick Pere cepehey Dats 
Ape. 


of the Princeton Faculty. 


reprint it 
xxx at this time. Dr.Homrighausen is a Princeton 


graduate of the Class of 1924, .mmtxinsyxwmexunterskaney 


Aq therefore 
WXMLEXERaEE ani wee tharafar well known to FProf.Loetscher. 


When and by whom was 
®.G.Homrighausen's book 
— CHRISTIANITY IN AMERICA 
reviewed by us? 


C5 oe, 7, 7 3g 
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New Religious 


CuristiaAnity IN America: A Crisis. By E. G. Homrig- 
hausen, Th.D., D.D., pastor of the Carrollton Avenue 
Church, Evangelical and Reformed, in Indianapolis. 


The Abingdon Press; $2.00. 


After reading this vigorous and incisive indictment of 
contemporary Christianity in our country, one can read- 
ily believe the author’s statement that this book has 
been “issued out of anguish.” He is deeply convinced 
that our Churches—he deals primarily with Protestantism 
—are in a really critical condition. They are suffering 
from manifold evils that are all but destroying their 
witness to the historic Gospel. Current liberalism is 
especially blameworthy on account of its “theological 
anaemia, its too pragmatic temper, its undue humanistic 
optimism, its intellectual shallowness and sterility, its 
excessive concern for mere religiosity, and its inadequate 
grasp of the objective basis of the Christian faith given 
in the Word of God and culminating in the Incarna- 
tion. Few evangelical readers will be disposed to ques- 
tion such findings as the following: “In our emphasis 
upon the gospel as a practical way to the abundant 
human life, we have exalted those things that divide 
men socially, racially, nationally, and not those things 
that unite us out of the depths of human sin”; “People 
no longer sense the real difference between the message 
of the Church and that of a lecture hall, or a philosophical 
or ethical association”; “The whole Biblical meaning has 
then (z. e., when the dualism between God and man 
is obliterated) dropped out of sin, redemption, grace, 
and eternal life’; “What men need is-the Truth, which 
places them in realistic judgment as sinners and mortals, 
offers them renewal and self-respect through God’s love 
in spite of their -sins, and endows them with a compell- 
ing will to grasp their heavenly citizenship with a thank- 
fulness that issues in worshipful and meaningful action”; 
“Man has toned down the nature of sin from innate 
guilt which separates him from God and which tinges 
all his actions, even including his goodness, to the idea 
of sin as a mere ignorance of the right or an impedi- 
ment in human nature which will be eliminated through 
educational processes.” ; 


On the positive side, the author has much to say that 
is pertinent and helpful about the true didactic function 
of the pulpit; the necessity of recovering the right idea 
of the Holy Catholic Church as a divine institution that 
transcends denominational and racial boundaries and 
unites men in a community of interests in Christ as 
the Head of the body of believers; the significance of 
Christ as Saviour and Lord of life; and the essential 
content of the Christian message. 


The entire volume reflects characteristic principles of 
the Barthian theology. And in this fact we find both the 
strength and the weakness of this discussion of the 
“crisis” confronting us. ‘The excerpts we have given— 
and they are but typical of many that might have been 
added—show how well this earnest preacher apprehends 
the one thing most needful—a better understanding of 
the sovereign majesty of God in his overtures of mercy 
to a lost world. But in his medivation of this basal 
truth of historic Calvinism to our’ intellectual require- 


The Presbyterian 


Books 


ments, our author leaves much to be desired. His treat- 
ment of the relation of Scripture to the Word of God 
is far from satisfactory. And ‘with all his insistence 
upon a sound theology, he practically discredits the very 
reason by which he does his own critical thinking and 
denies both the need and the possibility of a rational 
apologetic of the faith. Even Barthians must some day 
learn that a genuine believer #s under obligation to love 
God with his mind as well as with his heart. 

The style of this book is clear, terse, forceful. Now 
and then the sharp antitheses remind one of the dictum 
of Leibnitz that we are more likely to be true in what 
we affirm than in what we deny. We may cite a few 
examples: “We do not need a theology so much as we 
need true thinking, confessional thinking” (page 84); 
“We need living theology! We need the truth of God, 
less to understand it, than to confess it to the world” 
(page 91); “Biblical morality is that which results when 
man ceases to be moral and acts upon God’s direct man- 
date” (page 131); “The Bible must be seen, not in what 
it is in itself, but in what it confronts man with” (page 
135); “Jesus did not possess ideas such as evolutionary 
progress; the infinite worth of personality; the immor- 
tality of the soul or the ‘persistence of personality beyond 
death’ .. .” (page 190); “That is why God’s Word, His 
message, cannot be defended with intellectual formulae” 
(page 213); “Repentance was violated by being forced 
into human moulds of definition” (page 217—after three 
whole pages of his own attempt at defining the doc- 
trine!). FREDERICK W. LogrTscHER. 


President John A.Mackay, 
Springdale 
Princeton,N.dJ. 


THE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
PRINCETON, NEW JERSEY 


PRESIDENT’S OFFICE November 13th, 1937 


Dr. Stewart M. Robinson 
Second Presbyterian Church 
Elizabeth, New Jersey 

My dear Dr. Robinson: 


4t Dr. Mackay's request I am enclosing excerpts from Dr. Homrig- 
hausen's recent. letter. 


Very sincerely yours, 


th i, a ate 
im ft Jedd 


Secretary to Dr. Mackay 
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Dr. Stewart Robinson, for your information 


Excerpt from letter to Dr. Mackay from Dr. Homrighausen, dated 
November 10th, 1937. 


"Yesterday, or the day before, someone sent me a copy of 
CHRISTIANITY TODAY, in which there was a rather critical edit- 
orial regarding happenings at Princeton. It also included a 
critical paragraph regarding my theological idea of the Bible. 
It was a series of extractions from a chapter in my book, which 
did not give the other side of my respect for the Bible, andmy 
regard for it as the only witness to the Word of God. I eam 
quite willing to say the Bible is the Word of God. 


"I am very sorry that these questions have been raised, both 
for you, as well as for the sake of the Gospel. You know I am 
for peace, and that I am as conservative at heart as can be 
when it comes to the sole authority of the Bible as a totality. 
I am wondering what to do?” 


THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE U.S. A. OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL 


THE FIELD COMMITTEE ON UNITED PROMOTION 


REV. RAYMON KISTLER, D.D., CHAIRMAN 
THIS COMMITTEE, AUTHORIZED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, I8 COMPOSED OF MEMBERS 
OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL, REPRESENTATIVES OF THE FOUR BOARDS, AND PASTORS 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: 
REV. ARTHUR H. LimMouzE, D.D., 
CHAIRMAN 156 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 


REV. GEORGE E. BEVANS, D.D. 
REV. REID S. DICKSON, D.D. 


REV. WILLIAM P. SCHELL, D.D. November ts 1937. 


The Reverend Stewart Robinson, D.D., 
Second Presbyterian Church, 
Elizabeth, N.J. 


Dear Dr. Robinson: 


The General Council at its meeting in Chicago October twenty- 
Seventh took the following action: 


VOTED-- that the General Council accept the kind offer of 
Dr. Stewart M. Robinson of one page each week in the 
PRESBYTERIAN for the presentation of items in con- 
nection with United Promotion and that the Executive 
Committee of the Field Committee be made responsible 
for this service. 


I am sure you will be glad to have this word and also to know we 
are trying to work out a program of articles which before long we 
hope to start flowing toward you. 


It is very fine of you to be willing to do this. May I 
thank you personally for the splendid cooperation you have given us. 


Faithfully yours, 


hur 


Arthur H. Limouze, 
Chairman, Executive Committee, 
Field Committee on United Promotion. 


EDWARD D.DUFFIELD THE PRUDENTIAL INSURANCE COMPANY 
PRESIDENT 
OF AMERICA 


HOME OFFICE, NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 


November 19, 1937 


Rev. Dr. Stewart M. Robinson, 
1217 Market Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


My dear Dr. Robinson: 


I have your letter of November 18th 
in which you wish to make an appointment with me to 
discuss the possibility of my helping you with some 
working funds to advance the usefulness of THE PRESBYTERIAN. 


Frankly, I do not feel that I am at present in a position 

to give financial support to this enterprise. The demands 
upon me for contributions to various worthy causes in which 
I have felt some direct measure of responsibility, as well 
as those in which I have a personal interest, have exceeded 
my budget. While I realize the desirability of the con- 
tinuance of THE PRESBYTERIAN and the useful purpose which 

it serves, nevertheless, I do not see how I can, in view 

of the situation in which I find myself, make a contribution 
to it. 


Of course, I would be entirely willing to see you, but as I 
know what the outcome would be it seems unnecessary for me 
to put you to the trouble of coming here. 


With kind regards, I am, 


Sincerely yours, 


eee 


a Lh 
———— M22 2 as | 


| 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


November 20, 1937 


Dre Stewart Robinson 
1217 Market Street 
Philadelphia, Pae 


Dear Dre Robinson: 


It is a most gracious act on your part to give us this 
free advertisement for PAGEANT in THE PRESBYTERIAN. 

We are hastening to take advantage of your offer, and 
Mre Williamson will send you the copy in the next few 
days. 


I hope that the Church will like an illustrated monthly 
magazine of church news. It has seemed to me that in 

no sense can an illustrated, monthly magazine like 

PAGEANT take the place of a weekly magazine, and I have 
had some difficulty in convincing Dr. Kerr of the BANNER 
that we really cannot do the same kind of thing in PAGEANT 
as is done in the BANNER, in THE PRESBYTERIAN, and in the 
TRIBUNE. I mention this in confidence to indicate my own 
feeling that in no sense are a monthly and a weekly to be 
regarded as competitors. 


With kindest regards and deep appreciation, I am 
Syncerely your friend, 


Loe 


CharVés Je Turck 


cut /H 


| Second Preshvterian Church 


; 
OIL CITY, PA, 


Arthur B. McCormick, Minister 


113 REED STREET 


Nov. 22,1937 


My Dear Doctor Robinson: 

In reply to your telegram let me say that I shall be happy 
indeed to contimvue my page in the PRESBYTERIAN, I should rather 
be with you than with any other saper, for I am pretty much of a P 
Presbyterian, However, I have promised Kerr that I shall continue 
my poge in the banner wntil the end of December, I think the 
Christmas number will be our last, I can switch to you in the 
next number, In my last page in the Sanner I think it will be 
in order to announce that I shall continue vine eae 

At your convenience please indicate terms and conditions, 
likewise where copy should be sent, and when,’ Thanking you, I am, 


Sincerely yours, 


iv orn Bere 


EAST LIBERTY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
PENN AND HIGHLAND AVENUES 
PITTSBURGH. PENNSYLVANIA 


STUART NYE HUTCHISON, D. D. 
1301 SHERIDAN AVENUE 


November 24, 1937 


Rev. Stewart M. Robinson, D.D., 
The Presbyterian, 

1217 Market Street, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Dear Dr. Robinson: 


I have not been able until 
now to answer your letter. In my 
opinion, you should go very slow in any 
movement to have Dr. Craig connected 
with The Presbyterian in any official 
way. He seems obsessed with the idea 
thet he must be constantly attacking 
something. For the Presbyterian to 
attack Princeton Seminary now would re- 
sult in the alienation of its best 
friends. I have a very high regard 
for Dr. Craig personelly and had hoped 
that he would henceforth devote his fine 
ability to constructive work for the 
Church. 


I wish it might be possible 
to talk the whole matter through with 
you. With kind regards, 


Sincerely yours, 


Ml Dy Hele he ton 
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Unity of Life and Worship 


Five Reports ON Wortp CONFERENCE ON FaiTH AND 
Orpder. Prepared by Committee on Church’s Unity in 
Life and Worship. Harper & Brothers, New York. 


This is one of the four main topics prepared and pre- 
sented for discussion at the second World Conference on 
Faith and Order which met at Edinburgh in August, 
1937. The preparation and presentation of this topic, 
The Church’s Unity in Life and Worship, is chiefly the 
work of American scholars and churchmen, the other three 
topics being prepared and presented by similar groups 
in England and Germany. 

The American presentation of this theme of unity 
‘in the Church’s life and worship consists of five published 
reports, a total of almost three hundred and fifty printed 
pages. Each report is drafted by a prominent American 
scholar or churchman and includes the discussions and 
findings of a large and representative group of distin- 
guished men, well and widely known in our American 
churches. 

Report 1 was drafted by Dr. Angus Dun and deals with 
The Meaning of Unity under three headings: Christian 
unity as distinguished from church unity, church unity 
as distinguished from Christian unity, and underlying 
differences in doctrinal viewpoints as affecting the mean- 
ing of unity. The main body of the report centers on 
church unity as distinguished from Christian unity: insti- 
tutional likeness and diversity in relation to church unity ; 
the unity of mutual recognition and its expressions; the 
unity of co-operative action; corporate unity and cor- 
porate union. 

Report 2 was drafted by Dr. Gaius Jackson Slosser 
and deals with The Communion of Saints under three 
headings: definitions of the terms and the articles, some 
present-day interpretations, and the communion of saints 
in hymnody and liturgy. The report goes into detail in 
the matter of present-day interpretations of the communion 
of saints in a world-wide survey of the Church in both its 
Catholic and Protestant branches. 

Report 3 was drafted by Dean Willard Learoyd Sperry 
and deals with The Non-theological Factors in the Making 
and Unmaking of Church Union. The main body of the 
report is devoted to the relation of cultural forces and 
factors to the problem of church unity: the state, national- 
ism, race, language, class, varieties of ethical judgment, 
the small communion, the sectarian mind, vested interests, 
differences of educational method, and the universality of 
the sciences and the arts. 

Report 4 is the most elaborate of the five, drafted by 
Dr. H. Paul Douglas, and outlines A Decade of Objective 
Progress in Church Unity (1927-1936) in a world-wide 
survey of the denominational conversations and tentative 
proposals, negotiations, rejections and indefinite post- 
ponements, mutual recognitions and consummations of 
church union. 

Report 5 was drafted by Dr. William Adams Brown 
and proposes The Next Steps on the Road to a United 
Church, defining the starting-point, testing types of unity 
for which we ought to work and pray, calling for more 
effective visible expression of existing unity, suggesting 


how to achieve Christian unity where it is incompatible. 


or lacking, and outlining some things that need to be done 
immediately. 


Page 19 


The entire report of the American Commission is so 
elaborate, detailed and factual that a review can hardly 
do more than indicate its general gist. The report should 
be read in full in order that its great value and generous 
spirit may be adequately appreciated. It is a standard 
manual on its theme, and a careful reading of it will 
reward the thought and outlook of minister and layman 
alike, no matter what his creed or communion. 

De Pauw University. WALTER E. Bunpy. 


Our Fellow Americans 
Latin America, Its PLAcE 1n Wor tp Lire. By Samuel 
Guy Inman. Willett, Clark & Company, Chicago. Pp. 
462. $3.75. 


Dr. Samuel Guy Inman has written many books on 
Latin America, and, without exception, they are all 
thought-provoking volumes, based on careful and consci- 
entious study. But the best of Dr. Inman’s works is that 
one which has been recently published and which bears the 
title given above. Into this volume the author has poured 
knowledge he has gained of Latin America in more than 
a quarter of a century of careful and painstaking study of 
the lands and peoples that lie south of the Rio Grande. 
During that quarter of a century, Dr. Inman has visited 
“that other America” many times, has established friendly 
contacts with many of its best known leaders in educational 
and civic life, and, perhaps, as could be said of no other 
citizen of the United States of America, has won their 
intimacy and confidence. 

In Latin America, Its Place in World ae Dr. In- 
man gives us the most important points in the intellectual 
and civic development of our sister republics to the south, 
and comments sympathetically and understandingly on 
present conditions as he has seen them at close range, 
Racial backgrounds are first of all clearly set forth, and 
then he proceeds to depict with sympathetic touch the 
struggle of the colonies for independence and the subse: 
quent hard road that had to be traveled in their slow ad- 
vance toward the goal of real democracy; the individual 
evolution of certain key states; the influence of dictators 
and bankers, of bonds, nitrates, students, politics and eco~ 
nomic imperialism ; the more modern spiritual renaissance, 
with its interplay of religious and non-religious forces, and, 
finally, gives the reader the most understanding descrip~ 
tion yet written of the vastly important Inter-American 
Conference which was held in Buenos Aires in 1936, and 
to which Dr. Inman went as an official adviser of the dele- 
gation from the U. S. A. 

This book should be read and carefully studied by trav- 
elers, students of American history and statesmen, and all 
others who wish to have the real facts in regard to what 
has gone on and is now going on in the lands that lie to 
the south. Nevertheless, those who look to it for an exten~ 
sive and detailed account of the work of evangelical Mis- 
sions in Latin America may be disappointed. The book 
was not written with that purpose in view, and, moreover, 
Dr. Inman has covered that subject so thoroughly in other 
volumes that his having given preferable attention to other 
matters in this one may be easily condoned. 

He who reads this book will be more knowing, and 
from knowledge will come a keener appreciation of, and 
deeper sympathy for, our fellow Americans as they, with 
us, struggle toward a fuller light. 

New York, WEBSTER E, BROWNING. 
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Twelve Sermons on Peace 


Great SERMONS ON Wor~p Peace. Compiled by James 
Gilchrist Lawson. Round Table Press, New York. Pp. 


A few days ago it was a first page headline of the New 
York Times which explained details about mobilization 
if war comes. War fear seems to be getting us again. It is 
hard to keep the mind of peace in a world of conflict. 
There are plenty of people who would set our feet in the 
same path that led us astray twenty years ago. Most of 
them would do this with a sincere desire for peace. Yet in 
taking sides, in advocating pressure or coercion, they lay 
hold on instruments that are dangerous. 


The twelve sermons on peace edited by Mr. Lawson will 
make wholesome reading just now. In the last sermon of 
the book and on the last page, we find these words: “And 
either Christian men will organize the forces which the 
race now commands, bringing the whole under the gov- 
ernment of Christ, or else the ungodly world in its silly 
pride and selfish wrath, by an abuse of the powers it is 
incapable of exercising, will destroy both our race and 
civilization.” 

In the first sermon of the book St. Athanasius of the 
early church is quoted on the advantages the world might 
expect from accepting Christianity. One advantage this 
venerable theologian gives is the undoubted extinction of 
war which Athanasius assumes to be utterly inconsistent 
with the Christian religion. The ten sermons by ten eminent 
clergymen, including such peace leaders as Doctors Merrill, 
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Machen’s Theology 


Tue Curistian View or Man. By J. Gresham Machen. 
The Macmillan Company, New York. Pp. 302. $2.50. 


Before his death Dr. Machen had prepared for the press 
these radio addresses. Their publication revives realization 
of the loss suffered in his death, that of a man of distin- 
guished scholarship, of broad culture, of courageous fidelity 


‘ to convictiton, and, as these addresses show, of power of 


popular exposition. The fresh attention now being given 
to the subject of this book puts Dr. Machen’s theological 
position into interesting light. What he means by “the 
Christian view of man” is the view of the classical Re- 
formed theology, and of one school of this theology. The 
essential truths of this form of theology are one thing and 
its precise definitions are another. At least so it is believed 
by many Christians. But Dr. Machen would have noné of 
this. For him the truths and the particular definitions of | 
his school were identical. The recent movement of Caris- 
tian thought has developed more agreement with the 
substantial meanings underlying Dr. Machen’s teachings in 
the field of this book than would have been expected twenty 
years ago. When he moved in this area he was a con- 
vincing teacher. But when he was bound by his definitions 
he was less successful. For example, the truth of God’s| 


) sovereignty in salvation, for him, meant the double pre-) 


destination, and the truth of man’s sinfulness meant that} 


/ all men are guilty and condemned, apart from their own 
_ acts. 


To defend such positions Dr. Machen had to fall’ 


', back on sheer assertion, credal authority and Scripture’ 


Fosdick, McConnell, George A. Oldham, and Maude | 
Royden, pretty well agree in both these matters. It would © 


seem then that the best thought of the church recognizes © 


that we must put an end to war and that we must do it 
without ourselves resorting to war. “Not by might nor by 
power, but by my spirit.” 

Yet there is much wavering. Even among the twelve 
authors there are those who make it clear they cannot 
take the absolute stand. They allow the Christian to par- 
ticipate in war under certain circumstances. It is a hard 
nettle to grasp, and the church as a whole has not yet 
grasped it. The Oxford Conference last summer had to 
report that Christians are far from any agreement on the 
war question. However, within the pages of this volume 
there can be found a strong enough indictment of the 
war method and spirit. Likewise there are earnest and 
provocative suggestions on the way in which the church 
may lead to peace. Dr. Sloan believes strongly in some 
kind of collective security and wants to see the League of 
Nations re-constituted. Maude Royden emphasizes the 
necessity of justice among the nations. The favored nations 
must be willing to sacrifice. One of the things she feels 
must be given up is “the power to dictate to other peoples 
in the world.” Dr. Fosdick makes the same emphasis and 
offers cogent suggestions to overcome the evils of nation- 
alism. 

At the end of the book there are some arresting and 
valuable quotations about peace. Not the least of these is 
one from a Peoria newspaper: “There are 837 causes of 
war, chief of which is the conviction that you can lick the 
other fellow.” 

Joun Paut JongEs. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


\ partisanly interpreted. These are ineffective popular in- 


struments, and Christian truth does not need them. 


Rosert Hastincs NICHOLS. 
Auburn, N.Y. 


A Flail on Our Backs 


Reset Reticion. By B. C. Plowright. Round Table Press, 
Inc., New York. Pp. 195. $2.00. 


The fact that John MacMurray has written the foreword 
to this book of Mr. B. C. Plowright has a stronger recom- 
mendation for liberal minds than the commendation of any 
reviewer. For a long time many of us have thought the 
secular religions of the day are performing the same func- 
tion for the Church of our period that the nations of the 
East performed for Israel—to be a flail upon our backs, 

to teach us our mistakes, to make us conscious of our sin 
and to wake us up to the perils of neglect. Even if as with 
the present reviewer the reader of this book may feel that 
the author is a little over kind to the Communists never- 
theless we must recognize their social vision and frankly 
state we are after some of the ends which they desire. 

In the fifth chaper of his book Mr. Plowright gives as 
fine a schematic presentation of the Ultimate Principle, 
the Determinant of Social Process, the Method, the Time- 
Scheme, the Means and the Scope of Christianity, com- 
‘munism and Fascism as has been put forward in recent 
literature on the subject. 


This is not a comforting book, it is one which will 
stimulate and torture the minds of many of its readers but 
the time studying it will not be lost. 


GEORGE STEWART, 
Stamford, Conn. 
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November 26, 1937 


Mr. Stewart M. Robinson 
1217 Market Street 
Philadelphia 


My dear Stewarts 


It was good to get your letter and to know that 
my book was enthusiastically commented upon by your directors. 
You gave it a very nice review, and everyone except The Christian 
Century has done so. They took the very understandable position-- 
in view of their liberalism--that a man who accepts the historical 
and spiritual authority of the bible is a sort of queer duck, 
anyway, to whom very little attention should be paid. That is 
just the attitude I want that particular type of liberal to 
take toward me. My views have profoundly changed in the last 
twenty years, and I have come to believe that evangelical 
Christianity is the only hope for individuals and the world, 
and my book was written for the purpose of strengthening my 
readers! faith in this position. 


I am delighted to have your endorsement of the book. 
Conservatives certainly are in better agreement today than they 
have been at any other time, and I hope your magazine forges 
ahead and takes advantage of this real opportunity. 


I shall be glad to assist editorially and to the 
extent I can, financially. Don't ask me for any money until 
after the first of the year, but I will be able to send a 
sml1ll1 check at that time. My tithing fund is pretty well taken 
up with projects in which I have long been interested, but I 
can spare a little, 


For several weeks I have been thinking of sending 
you a sermon I wrote some time ago which you may be able to 
re-cast,as you did in the case of one of my sermons several 
years aco , into an article. 


My work with the Snowden Sunday School Lessons 
takes up, of course, most of my time, but I shall be glad 
now and again to send in some copy, if you feel such a contri- 
bution would be helpful. 

Much success to you in your good work. 


Sincerely yours, 


~ Garr 


SAMUEL G, CRAIG, Editor 


CHRI STIANATY TODAY 
SSS _ 


A PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL DEVOTED TO STATING, DEFENDING | | 
ill AND FURTHERING THE GOSPEL IN THE MODERN WORLD | 


525 LOCUST STREET 
PHILADELPHIA 


73 Stockton St. 
Princeton,N.ds 


Rev.Dr.S.M.Robinson 
23 Kempshall Place 
Eligabeth,New Jersey 


I regret that I do not feel free to accede 
to your recent requests in the matter of writing for the 
Presbyterian. As the editor of one paper I am not disposed,as I 
think I advised you,to contribute regularly? for another paper,still 
less to write editorials for it. Hence unless and until the Board 
of Directors of the Presbyterian authorige such modifications in 
the editorial control of the paper as to lead me to think it the 
part of wisdom to discontinue Christianity Today in its interest 
I do not see how I could well do as you have request@I am not 
without hope that this will be done but pending such action there 
seems nothing to do except to continue along present lines. 

I am returning the commnication from Mr.Norman B. 
Barr as you may desire to offer some comments concerning it. 


With all good wishes,I remain 


Very sincerely yours 


November #7,193% 4 Oras 


November 
JAMES SHERA MONTGOMERY thirty, 


CHAPLAIN 1937 . 


Congress of the Anited States 
House of Representatives 


Washington, DB. €. 
Dr. Stewart M.Robinson, 


Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 
Dear Doctor Robinson: 

Your kindly favor is receiv- 
ed;do not think that I have been unmindful of your 
inguiry,but allow me to say: A few years ago I began 
a survey of such as you suggest. I almost immediate 
ly discovered that it was most delicate. Some thought 
it an intrusion and others thought it was suspicious. 
I have talked with our Board of Temperance and one 
officer told me about the same thing.The onby sug- 
gestion is -get a Congressional Directory and inauire 
at the place of residence. 

I think the Federation tried to 
make the canvass some years ago and had ahatie the same 
result. 

With all good wishes and high es- 


teem,I am 


Very cordailly yours, — 


f ovember, 1937 
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DEVELOPMENTS AT PRINCETON SEMINARY 


\ mm Wy MCENT developments at Princeton Seminary—we 

ts #4 mean since the inauguration of Presippnr Mackay 
—have not been altogether encouraging to those 
who still cherish the hope that despite its reorganization in 
1929 it will continue, broadly speaking at least, along the 
lines marked out by its founders. 

In the first place Dr. Ropert E. Speer has been elected 
to succeed Dr. Wittiam L. McEwan as President of its 
Board of Trustees. This would seem to indicate that the 
Board of Control of Princeton Seminary still holds that 
adherence to the doctrinal position of the institution does 
not necessarily carry with it disapproval of the Auburn 
Affirmation. We use the word “still” in the preceding para- 
graph advisedly as it will be recalled that while at its first 
meeting said Board asserted its determination “to con- 
tinue unchanged the historic policy of the Seminary and to 
do nothing whatever to alter the distinctive traditional 
position which the Seminary has maintained throughout 
its entire history” yet that it also issued a statement to 
the Alumni in which a lengthy paragraph was devoted to 
an attempt to show that the presence of two Auburn A ffir- 
mationists on the Board, with the approval of its other 
members, had no significance for the doctrinal position of 
the Seminary. If the word “still” were no longer applicable 
in this connection it is hardly likely that the Board would 
have elevated to its presidency one who less than three 
years ago stated in writing that the fact that there are 
signers of the Auburn Affirmation among the missionaries 
supported by the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. does 
not prove that “the Board of Foreign Missions has sent out 
or retained in its service missionaries who do not believe 
the doctrinal teachings of our Church” (Memorandum in 
reply to an Overture adopted by the Presbytery of West 
Jersey, Jan. 15, 1935). It may be added in this connection 
that Dr. Sperr, if we mistake not, is the first layman to be 
made the President of the Board of Control of the educa- 
tional activities of Princeton Seminary. Precedence would 
have dictated a minister for the position. 

In the second place, and more particularly since this ac- 
tion affects directly the teaching of the Seminary, the 
Board at its meeting on October 12th elected the Ruy. Dr. 
E. G. HoMrIGHAUSEN to succeed the late Harotp L. Don- 
NELLY as Professor of Christian Education. Dr. Homric- 
HAUSEN is at present pastor of the Carrollton Avenue 
Church (Evangelical and Reformed) in Indianapolis and 
Lecturer on Church History in the College of Religion of 
Butler University. Such knowledge of Dr. HomrigHauseEn’s 
theological position as we possess is derived almost ex- 
clusively from his book, “Christianity in America”: A 
Crisis (reviewed in these columns in our July issue, p. 69). 
The opening paragraph of that review follows: 


“Dr. Homrighausen is one of the leading exponents of 
Barthianism in America. In this thought-provoking book he 
applies the Barthian emphasis to the Christian situation in 
this country. It is a book for the times that we hope will be 
widely read and pondered especially by the liberals and by 
those among the more orthodox who are disposed to rest 


content with things as they are among the churches of 
America. While far from an orthodox book from our Pres- 
byterian viewpoint, it seems to us a book that is bound, for 
the most part at least, to exert a wholesome influence.” 


The above citation will suffice to indicate that we have a 
high opinion of Dr. HomrigHausen’s ability. This is not 
to say, however, that we are convinced that he is qualified 
to occupy a chair at Princeton Seminary, provided the in- 
stitution is to adhere to “the distinctive traditional posi- 
tion which the Seminary has maintained throughout its 
entire history.” Dr. HomMricHausEN’s emphases, as we have 
pointed out, are those of the Barthians. It was not these, 
however, that we had particularly in mind when we spoke 
of his book as “far from orthodox” from our Presbyterian 
viewpoint. These of themselves would hardly justify such a 
judgment as they are, in large degree at least, Scriptural 
and in harmony with the system of doctrine set forth in our 
Confession of Faith. We had in mind, more especially, his 
view of the Bible. That, if we interpret his statements 
aright, is in harmony rather with the view of the Auburn 
Affirmationists inasmuch as he seemingly regards belief 
in the Bible as infallible not only as contrary to fact but as 
harmful. These statements include the following: 


“The old idea of an infallible Bible, inspired in every jot 
and tittle, which is often associated with preaching, has run 
its course” (p. 105). “While in many respects that schol- 
arship (critical) has been destructive, in a much larger 
sense it has liberated us from all these notions of an in- 
fallible book” (p. 118). “Few intelligent Protestants can 
still hold to the idea that the Bible is an infallible book; 
that it contains no linguistic errors, no historical discrep- 
ancies, no antiquated scientific assumptions, not even bad 
ethical standards. . . . Some might still claim for the 
‘original copies’ of the Bible an infallible character, but 
this only begs the question and makes such Christian 
apologetics more ridiculous in the eyes of sincere men” 
(p. 121). “The Bible is not the actual Word of God, but 
merely a human witness to what the Word of God did in 
and with men and history. ... The words of the Bible are 
not to be believed because they are in the Bible... . In 
reading the Bible there comes to me a strange language, 
there confronts me a real God, and there emerges before 
me something about life that I do not discover anywhere 
else. It is because the Scriptures do this that they are 
‘sacred.’ Not all the Bible does this for me. There is much 
in the Bible that is like chaff, or, rather like the seemingly 
insignificant parts of a watch. . .. There is a residue in 
the Bible that remains intact in spite of all its inaccuracies, 
its antedated cosmology and science” (p. 136). 


Other statements of a similar tenor might be cited. It 
is true also that other statements of a somewhat ditferent 
tenor might be cited indicative of the unique significance Dr. 
HOMRIGHAUSEN like Barthians in general attaches to the 
Bible. But with these statements before us, it seems difficult 
if not impossible to suppose that Dr. HomrigHausen holds 
that view of Holy Scripture to which each and every mem- 
ber of the Board of Trustees and Faculty of Princeton 
Seminary is required to subscribe. Possibly he has modified 
his views (he is still a young man, born in 1900) since 
“Christianity in America” was written. If not, it would 
seem not only that he will have difficulty in making the re- 
quired pledge (in case he desires to accept the call) but 
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that the Board of Trustees when it called him to this re- 
sponsible position did not (as it declared in 1929) “feel 
that it has a solemn mandate from the Assembly to con- 
tinue unchanged the historic policy of the Seminary and to 
do nothing whatever to alter the distinctive traditional 
position which the Seminary has maintained throughout 
its entire history.” There is also the question, Dr. Homric- 
HAUSEN’S view of the Bible being what it seems to be, 
whether the General Assembly would confirm his election. 

We sincerely hope that a satisfactory explanation of the 
Board’s action will be forthcoming. In the meantime there 
would seem to be occasion for considerable misgiving on 
the part of the Alumni and friends of the institution. 


ABRAHAM KUYPER CENTENARY 


Gx ALVINISTS throughout the world, particularly 
x Noe those of Dutch extraction, are observing the cen- 
NZ tenary of the birth of ABrAnam Kuyprr. It is al- 
eae fitting that they should do this. Born on October 
29, 18387—he died in his 84th year on November 8, 1920— 
Kuyper is widely recognized as the greatest of all modern 
Calvinists. 

Through the courtesy of the Rev. Dr. Joun H. Dr VRIES, 
who has made so many of his writings available to the 
English-speaking world, we have been privileged for some 
months to publish for the first time in English certain of 
his remarkable devotional meditations—a privilege we 
hope to continue to exercise for many months to come. But 
while Kuypsr’s devotional writings—he is said to have left 
approximately two thousand meditations—are sufficient of 
themselves to warrant the observance of the centenary of 


his birth yet they were only incidental to his achievements 
as a whole. He was equally eminent as an editor, educa- 
tionalist, statesman and theologian. His achievements when 
we consider the quality as well as the quantity of his 
labors were nothing less than phenomenal. Editor of a re- 
ligious weekly as well as editor of the leading daily paper 
of Holland, founder of the University of Amsterdam in 
which he taught for years, a theologian who ranked with 
WarFIELD and Bavinck, central figure of the anti-revolu- 
tionary political party he not only dominated it for half 
a century—he was Prime Minister of the Netherlands from 
1901 to 1905—but left it so firmly established that one of 
his followers, Dr. HENDRIK CoLtsn, is today not only Prime 
Minister of that land but recognized as an outstanding 
statesman and economist. It is safe to say that there have 
been few figures in history who rank with him in genius 
and versatility. 

Kuyper’s basic convictions are set forth succinctly but 
comprehensively in the Stone Lectures he delivered at 
Princeton in 1898—a new edition of which has recently 
been published by the Wm. E. Eerdmans Publishing Co. of 
Grand Rapids. Calvinism for Kuyprr is not merely a theo- 
logical system but an all-inclusive world and life view. At 
the same time he stressed the antithesis both in thought 
and practice between the Christian and the non-Christian. 
He was among the first to insist on the fact so fruitfully 
developed by the late Dr. Macunn, viz., that Christianity 
is today engaged in a life and death struggle with Modern- 
ism. We commend the October issue of The Calvin Forum 
to the attention of our readers. It is largely devoted to the 
life and labors of Dr. Kuyprr. 


War Death Never Earns Heaven 
By the REV. ALFORD KELLEY 


b> A ARS now exist in various parts of the world, many 
Ym nations are expecting and preparing for war, and 
sD the signs of the times seem to indicate the pos- 
Sible approach of “the battle of that great day of God” at 
Armageddon. 

On one day late in July the Japanese, in an air raid on 
Tientsin, North China, ruined a university, municipal 
headquarters, railway administration buildings, customs 
offices, freight yards and warehouses, ruining a large area 
of the city, China’s second largest trade and commercial 
metropolis, while thousands of non-combatant men, women, 
and children were estimated to have been killed. Such 
scenes may be expected to be duplicated, when various 
countries are arrayed against each other in the final catas- 
trophic conflict, as some think it will be, and the wicked 
rulers of the world, dictators, and their cohorts, ranged 
against God Almighty and His people, will be totally 
destroyed. 


It is well, with such possibilities before us, to recall that, 
in the World War, it was believed by some persons that 
combatants killed in battle won Heaven. Even some chap- 
lains, at the time, disregarding the fact that only Christ’s 
sacrifice makes possible our salvation, declared their be- 
lief that this “Supreme Sacrifice” of men on the battle 
field, was a passport to eternal life, though the previous 
career of the contestants had, possibly, been a very sinful 
one. 

Christ’s sacrifice on the cross was to satisfy divine jus- 
tice, not for His benefit, but to reconcile mankind to God 
through His substitution for them. “Neither is there sal- 
vation in any other; for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.” 

Such a false doctrine as getting to heaven through death 
in a battle is based on the idea that the enemy’s weapon 
can blot out temporary life on earth and open the way for 
a sinner to eternal life into the presence of a Holy God, 


